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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-7, drawn to a method of removing silicone sealant, classified in class 
134, subclass 19. 

II. Claims 8-10, drawn to a method of disassembling an article, classified in class 
134, subclass 16. 

III. Claims 11-18, drawn to a method of manufacturing a cooktop, classified in class 
126, subclass 19R. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions I and II are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they are 
not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different functions. 

3. Inventions I and III are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different functions. 

4. Inventions II and III are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different functions. 
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5. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

6. During a telephone conversation with Mr. Demitri Dovas on 5/27/04 a provisional 
election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, claims 1-7. Affirmation 
of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 8-18 are 
withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a 
non-elected invention. 

7. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a petition under 37 
CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Demitri Dovas on 6/4/2004. 

a) Cancel claims 8-18. 
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b) Claim 1: 

line 1 , delete "from a surface of a temperature resistant article, the method comprising 
heating the article to a temperature of approximately 325 degrees Celsius" and insert the 
following: 

-from a glass ceramic surface of a cooktop, the method comprising: 

a) providing a cooktop having a glass ceramic surface and a silicone sealant; 

b) heating the cooktop to a temperature greater than 325 degrees Celsius to thermally 
degrade the silicone sealant; and 

c) removing the silicone sealant from the cooktop. — 

c) Claim 2: 

line 1, delete "article" and insert -cooktop — 
line 2, delete "article" and insert -cooktop — 
line 3, delete "or greater" 

d) Claim 3 : 

lines 1 and 3, delete "article" and insert -cooktop-- 

e) Claim 4: 

line 1, before "norther" insert -wherein the step of removing the silicone sealant — 
line 1, delete "comprising" and insert -comprises — 
line 2, delete "article" and insert -cooktop — 
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f) Claim 5: 

line 1, delete "article" and insert -cooktop— 
line 2, delete "article" and insert -cooktop— 

g) Claim 6: lines 1, 2 and 3, delete "article" and insert -cooktop— 

h) Claim 7: lines 1 and 2, delete "article" and insert -cooktop— 



8. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art fails to 
teach or suggest removing silicone sealant from a glass ceramic surface of a cooktop by heating 
the cooktop to a temperature between 325 to 425 degrees Celsius. The closest prior art is that of 
Sachdev et al. which teaches degrading silicone from ceramic and metal surfaces of electronic 
modules (microelectronic chips) by heating at temperatures of 120 degrees or higher. The 
reference fails to teach the desired temperature range and further fails to teach removing the 
silicone from a cooktop. The reference is directed to electronic circuitry in the semiconductor 
industry. Yoshida et al. teach removing siloxane from a galvanized steel strip by heating at 
temperatures near 300 degrees Celsius. Other references such as Sachdev et al. teach removing 
cured silicone polymer deposits from electronic components by heating at temperatures of 40-90 
degrees Celsius. Ganzhorn teaches removing silcone from an optical fiber by heating to a 
temperature of 315 degrees Celsius. Takahashi et al. teach stripping silicone from integrated 
circuits at temperatures of 150-300 degrees Celsius. Once again the reference is silent with 
respect to the removal of silcone from the cooktop at the specified temperatures. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



examiner should be directed to Sharidan Carrillo whose telephone number is 571-272-1297. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 6:00a.m-2:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Randy P. Gulakowski can be reached on 571-272-1302. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Sharidan Carrillo 
Primary Examiner 



Art Unit 1746 



bsc 




